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Strategic Transport

Port Access

 Work on the doubling of the rail line into the Port has been delayed several 
times but the works have now been completed. The new double track section 
at the Port entrance was commissioned on the 5th September and is now 
operational. Improvements to signals at Earlestown West are being 
incorporated into the works associated with transferring the control of signals 
from Warrington to Manchester, which is not due to happen until 2029.

 The Port of Liverpool Access scheme being proposed by Highways England 
has been significantly delayed. Site investigations, environmental surveys and 
scheme design work is ongoing through the summer and autumn of 2021 and 
into 2022. The statutory public consultation in advance of the DCO application 
to the Planning Inspectorate is now probably not going to take place until the 
later part of 2022 or maybe even into 2023.

LTP and Growth Plan

 Sefton is continuing to work with the LCR Combined Authority/Merseytravel and 
the other local authorities on the delivery of the transport capital programme. In 
response to the Council’s climate emergency declaration and an increased 
focus on active travel measures, work is continuing on the development of a 
Low Carbon and Active Travel Strategy for the Borough.

 The completion of the North Liverpool Key Corridor scheme on the A565 Derby 
Road continues to be delayed following the dispute between Liverpool City 
Council and one of its main contractors. Liverpool CC have now appointed a 
new contractor to complete the remaining works. Work is planned to start again 
in November and is expected to be completed in February 2022.

 Work is continuing on the completion of sustainable transport intervention 
proposals as part of the City Region programme. The remaining work on the 
Coastal Road that forms part of the Southport E/W Link scheme is being 
completed this autumn. Discussions with the residents about the second phase 
of the scheme to deliver a cycle route on Great Georges Road are continuing.

 The CA is funding the development of Full Business Cases for the Southport 
Eastern Access and the Maritime Corridor projects. Public consultation on the 
Maritime Corridor proposals was carried out earlier this year and elements of 



the scheme were included in the CA transport bid to the Levelling Up Fund. The 
scheme proposals and traffic modelling for the Southport Eastern Access 
scheme have been reviewed and a consultation is planned for later this year.

 Design work is continuing on improvements the junctions at Kenyon’s Lane and 
at Hall Lane on the A59 Northway. A package of funding including recently 
awarded Government grant funding for improvement to traffic signals, 
developer contributions and Sefton transport capital programme will be used to 
deliver these improvements.

 In Southport, additional funding from the Government has been used to deliver 
the required re-construction of parts of Marine Drive. Improvements to 
Scarisbrick Avenue in conjunction with the Townscape Heritage Initiative have 
been delayed until after the summer to avoid impacting on the businesses, but 
are planned to start early in 2022. 

 Work is continuing on the proposals for a ‘Liveable Neighbourhood’ area in 
Southport, which are being developed in conjunction with the active travel 
charity Sustrans. Engagement with the local community on the proposals is 
continuing as the scheme develops.

 The initial stages of the work required on the movement, access and public 
realm project within the Southport Town Deal (Les Transformation de 
Southport) are underway. Work is ongoing in relation to transport assessment 
and modelling, and developing strategies for parking, direction signing, 
wayfinding. Proposals to improve access and connectivity in the town centre 
and provide safer and more attractive public spaces are also being developed.

Local Transport Schemes

 The Transportation Capital Programme for 2021/22 has been finalised and is 
awaiting final sign off from Finance before being agreed with Cabinet Member. 

Sustainable Transport

 The European Sustainable Urban Development (SUD) funding for two major 
cycling schemes was approved in December 2018. The design of a new 
pedestrian and cycle route through Crosby Coastal Park has been completed. 
Public consultation has been carried out and the response are being used to 
amend the design where appropriate. Planning approval will be required with 
works programmed to start by the end of 2021. Work on the Coastal Road cycle 
route is being delivered in conjunction with the Southport East West Cycle Links 
scheme and this will be completed later this year.

 Funding provided by Central Government through the Combined Authority from 
Tranche 1 of the Active Travel Fund was used to deliver new cycle routes in 
Bootle and Southport town centres. These routes have been reviewed and 
further work on the routes has been completed. Public consultation on the 
proposals for further routes in Southport to be funded through Tranche 2 of the 
Active Travel Fund has been carried out. Large numbers of responses were 
received and the report on the consultation will be reported to Cabinet Member.



Highway Development and Design

Planning Applications

 In August to September 2021, the team processed 162 planning applications 
despite ongoing challenges associated with the impact of the pandemic. This 
includes applications for sites identified in the Council’s adopted Local Plan. 
This continues to involve close liaison with case officers from the planning 
department.

Section 38 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

 Submissions for s38 agreements have continued requiring the subsequent 
processing of these at times, lengthy and complex applications, particularly 
following the approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites.

 The report is as follows: - 

 No of live s38 and current developments subject to a s38 application – 34 
taking in to account new and adopted sites. 

 No of stalled or no activity (on the part of a developer) – 1 which is close to 
completion

 Number of development sites adopted within the last 3 months - 0
 No of submissions awaiting technical approval - 9
 Number of new and recent submissions awaiting administrative set up - 3

Section 278 Highways Act 1980 legal agreements

 The numbers of this type of application remains high, generally due to the 
approval of planning applications for Local Plan sites. The team are currently 
managing 61 live s278 HA 1980 highway works schemes in various stages of 
development on behalf of the Council.  The successful delivery of these 
schemes is dependent on close liaison with the Legal, Finance and Planning 
Departments.

 In terms of Minor Works agreements, 1 was completed in the period August to 
September 2021, there are 5 current Minor Works schemes ongoing, with a 
further 5 awaiting payment from the developer before they can be delivered.

Public Rights of Way (PROW)

 England Coast Path/Coastal Access – The grant funding bid to the Rural 
Development Programme for England has been submitted, at the end of 
September and is now being reviewed by Natural England. A Decision on the 
bid is expected by the end of December 2021 and the delivery of the 
establishment works must be completed by October 2022.

 Counsel advice has been requested in relation to the objections received on 
the Three Definitive Map Modification Orders that were made in April 2021. 
Following receipt of this advice a report will be put to the Licensing and 
Regulatory Committee to review the objections. Orders that receive objections 
should be referred to the Secretary of State for his consideration.



Strategic Highways Development and Future Planning  

 The team is continuing to work closely with the Planning Department to provide 
a strategic approach to development to ensure that the necessary new 
transport infrastructure is in place to support new developments coming forward 
in future years.

 The team continues to request construction traffic management plans for new 
developments so that we can manage the highway network efficiently and 
effectively with minimum disruption to users of the highway and with the 
important benefit of highway safety. Once plans have been agreed, the team is 
working closely with colleagues in network management and planning to ensure 
that the plans are being adhered to.

Highway Design 

 The team has continued to provide the design and delivery of strategic transport 
investment schemes, including major highway schemes, STEP programme 
schemes and provide assistance in the planning and development of future 
strategic schemes led by the STPI team. This includes the junction 
improvement schemes on the A59 and the sustainable transport schemes for 
Crosby Coastal Park, Great George’s Road and Scarisbrick Avenue.

 In addition, the team continues to support the Development Control function 
undertaking Transport Assessments and Technical Approvals for the Highways 
Act S38 and S278 submissions and the design and delivery of some Highways 
Act S278 and minor works schemes.

 The team also has responsibility for the revenue and capital bridge 
maintenance programme and is managing the maintenance schemes on 
Hightown station footbridge and Hillside station bridge as well as a number of 
minor bridge maintenance schemes. 

Cleansing Services 

Leaf Fall
Cleansing have commenced the leaf fall operation across the borough. Teams of staff 
will be deployed together with appropriate equipment to cover all areas. Around 600 
tonnes of leaves are normally swept up from the roads and footpaths of Sefton during 
this period. All the leaves are sent for composting.

Operation Banger
Cleansing will provide a vehicle for collection of bonfire materials during the period of 
Operation Banger. Engagement with the public, colleagues and external agencies 
continue to ensure we identify both official and unofficial sites across Sefton. Rear 
Entry Teams and Hit Squads are on st-by and encouraged to report any build up or 
increase dumping of flammable material to Officers in Communities.

Weeds
Street Cleansing continue with weed removal across the borough. We are currently 
utilising both Kick Start initiative staff and Agency. Cleansing are also providing a hit 
squad approach to specific problematic areas. 

Christmas/Shutdown 



Christmas and Shutdown waste collections are currently being reviewed. Proposals 
will go before the JTU meeting on Wednesday 20th October. Once agreement is 
reached we will look to engage with Cleansing staff for volunteers to provide cover 
over this period. Updates will be provided to Members on progress, as well as the 
collection calendar for this period. The relevant communications to all will then follow. 

Communal Bin Roll Out
Officers are currently identifying all properties highlighted for the Communal Bin roll 
out. We are currently working through options for round adjustments, remodelling and 
vehicle requirements. Planned implementation for roll out will be early 2022. 

Transport & Vehicle Maintenance
The Transport section are awaiting delivery of the remaining 32t vehicles for the new 
Cleansing Fleet. Delivery is expected mid-December, there are well publicised delays 
across all sectors due to ongoing industry logistical issues. 

School Crossing Service
We are approaching half term, Monday 25th - 29th  October. Historically the service 
has always encountered issues with recruitment and attracting staff to this vital 
position. The service is currently targeting recruitment in the Formby and Southport 
areas. 


